prince of his line. During his rule the Bahamani kingdom covered its
greatest extent of territory and stretched from the western to the eastern
sea, from the Konkan to Masulipatam. The administration of Mohammad
Gawan has no parallel in the history of the Bahamani dynasty. He devoted
himself completely to the service of the State. No department escaped his
attention. He organized the finances, improved the administration of justice,
encouraged public education, instituted a survey of village lands to
make the State revenue demand iust and equitable, and put down
corrupt practices. Those guilty of peculation were called to account. The
army was reformed. Better discipline was enforced and the prospects of
the soldiers were improved. In justice, penetration and profundity of
reflection, Mohammad Gawan was the most accomplished man of his age. In
the year 1480 A. D. he built a madrassa, or college, of which one minaret, a
portion of the lustrous square, alone now remain. When it was in use
as a powder magazine after the capture of the city by Aurangazeb, lightning
struck it and reduced it to its present condition. Muhammad Gawan
was murdered early in 1482 A. D.

The prestige of the dynasty began to decline after the death
of Muhammad Shah III and his able minister, Mohammad Gawan.

Muhammad Shah, the son of the late monarch, then ascended the
throne and reigned for thirty seven years,but the royal power had long
departed from his house. He appointed Hussain Berry, the principal
Instigator of the murder of the minister, as chief counsellor, but, in a short
while, ordered him to be assassinated. Kasim Berud succeeded to the
vacant post and he and his son, Ameer Berud," took the entire management
of the State into their own hands, leaving their master nothing but the name
of king. Muhammad Shad fled from his capital to Ahmednagar and
there died in 1518 A. D.

It was during this ruler's time that the Bahamani dynasty was broken
up and reduced to pieces by its discordant elements. Out of it arose
five separate Mussalman kingdoms, generally known as the five Shahi king-
doms of the Deccan, the governor of each division having asserted his
rebellious independence.

In 1518 A. D. Muhammad Shah IV died. His minister, Ameer Berud,
placed Muhammad's son, Ahmed Shah III, on the throne. He reigned until
1521. In 1521 Ahmed Shah died and Ameer Berud raised his brother,
Allauddin Shah, to the throne. He reigned until 1523.
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